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QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING 

 OF THE 

 STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

May 11, 2023
The Quarterly Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana was called to order by Chairman, Michael Joiner, at 10:08 a.m.

The following persons were in attendance:
	BOARD MEMBERS
	ADVISORY BOARD 
	       STAFF
	                        GUESTS

	Michael Joiner
	Ellis Bourque
	Ashley J. Tullier
	Elaine Colligan-SPBLA Legal Counsel

	Rickey Fabra
	Joseph Maranto
	DaKacia York
	Dana Columbo 

	Carl Bourgeois
	Richard Paulk 
	Diana Cutrer
	DJ Berger

	Kevin Brown
	Leon Molinaro 
	Kaci Day
	Janel Mezzie 

	Doyle(Lynn) Solly 
	Aubrey Brand 
	Kayleigh Smith 
	Crystal Carter

	John Marcade
	Michael Eilers 
	Latasha Stills
	Catherine Vincent 

	Jay Huckabee 
	Wayne LaFleur 
	Blaine Matte
	Jason Fontenot 

	
	
	Glen Gremillion
	Terry Smith 

	
	
	Jim York
	Rhonda Smith 

	
	
	Nicholas Dykes
	Keith Bienvenu

	
	
	Stephen Campbell
	Mason Reed

	
	
	William Easterling
	

	
	
	Fred Fontenot 
	 

	
	
	Pat Olivier
	 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


INVOCATION: Mr. Derrick Forrester 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

ROLL CALL: Diana Cutrer
PRESENTATIONS

Affirmation of Jay Huckabee to hold the PHCC Master Plumber seat on the State Plumbing Board.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

MOTION:      ADOPT MAY 11, 2023, AGENDA
MOTION:
CARL BOURGEOIS 
SECOND:      RICKEY FABNRA
MOTION:      CARRIED 
SPECIAL BUSINESS
              Executive Session – Board Members/Counsel/Executive Director

MOTION:     TO DISMISS FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MOTION:
JOHNNY MARCADE 
SECOND:
RICKEY FABRA
MOTION:
CARRIED

MOTION:     TO RECONVENE THE BOARD MEETING 
MOTION:
JOHNNY MARCADE 

SECOND:
RICKEY FABRA

MOTION:
CARRIED

ENFORCEMENT
Enforcement Appeal – Kenny Gauthier 
Mr. Gauthier has withdrawn his appeal request to the Board—NO ACTION NEEDED.  
COMMITTEE REPORT

A. CPE Committee—Michael Joiner 

The CPE Committee had a few items of business; one item is on the agenda today for consideration. The Committee met on April 18th and reviewed a CPE Provider Application for the Louisiana Plumbing Institute. The Committee has requested additional information prior to a recommendation to the Board for Approval. We also discussed a change in Location for 2024 Train the Trainer Location as we received negative feedback this year in regard to the Paragon. The Committee asked the Board to supply a cost analysis on several potential locations which has been supplied to the Members for consideration. 

B. WSPS Committee—Michael Joiner
The WSPS Committee met on April 27th, reviewed the regulatory rules for the WSPS endorsement, and tabled further recommendations for providers to this Board until the Committee can meet with ASSE in July to review their standard as stated in our rules. We would like their input before moving forward. Once the Committee determines all aspects of their standard, the Committee’s intention is to then start looking at currently approved provider’s standards to supply a report of variances to the Board.
C. Building Committee—Michael Joiner

The Building Committee met and discussed the process of purchasing a building. Based on State Laws and previous processes the Board would need to find and move on a  building. The Board would further need to hire a bond lawyer to file a request to be approved by the Bond Commission and the contractual purchase agreement should include language specifying that this purchase is contingent on the Bond Commission’s approval. Because of the time frame in which buildings are sold, the committee has an item on the agenda regarding a non-binding letter of intent to enter into negotiations for up to 2 million.
    D.   Exam Committee—Keith Bienvenu
The committee met on April 27, 2023, and discussed some items and would like to recommend to the Board to consider the following: 
 1. Review ICC production of IPC/IRC/IFGC with Amendments--To recommend to the Board to approve production on IPC/IRC/IFGC code books with amendments for use on examinations.  

2. Review logistics of SPBLA resale of ICC code books and NASCLA Business   Law-- To recommend to the Board a request to legal counsel regarding the Board’s ability to resale testing exam material.   

   3. Examination Procedure for allowable material –To table until the next committee meeting.

4. NITC Written Exam Material-- To recommend to the Board to request a revised contract from NITC for examination on 2021 IPC/IRC/IFGC with amendments. The contract should also reflect a rotating bank of 500 questions so that the examinees are not all taking the same exam on a regular return basis. 

5. Examination Material -- To recommend that the Board provide a cost analysis on providing a classroom set of materials to be discussed at the next committee meeting. 

The exam committee’s goals are to request the production of the IPC/IRC/IFGC with LA amendments already included – ICC will produce those books and the logistics of how many books are still being worked out. The committee is coming to the Board today to request to start the research of this production.   
E. Nomination Committee—Rickey Fabra/Carl Bourgeois
    Nomination for Chairman/Vice Chairman/Secretary-Treasurer will be presented at  the August 24, 2023, Board Meeting  
PREVIOUS MINUTES

MOTION:
TO ACCEPT FEBRUARY 16, MINUTES AS RECORDED. 



MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA


SECOND:
JOHNNY MARCADE


MOTION: 
CARRIED
FINANCIAL REPORT

A. Financial Report – Rickey Fabra

MOTION:
TO ACCEPT THE FINANCIAL REPORT AS RECORDED.


MOTION:
JAY HUCKABEE 


SECOND:
JOHNNIE MARCADE


MOTION:
CARRIED

B. 2023 Amended Budget—Rickey Fabra

MOTION:
TO ACCEPT THE 2023 AMENDED BUDGET


MOTION:
JOHNNIE MARCADE


SECOND:
KEVIN BROWN


MOTION:
CARRIED
ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT
The Advisory Committee, Vice-Chairman, Mr. Joe Maranto reported that Jay Huckabee has resigned as chairman of the committee due to now holding a seat on the State Plumbing Board. Also, he reported the two newest members appointed to the Committee by PHCC, Mr. Wayne LaFleur and Mr. Willard Blackall III. He further stated that his committee discussed SB218 and HB469 and at this time they will be getting the information out to the Plumbers to inform them of what is going on in legislation right now.  
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER REPORT

                   The enforcement officers each gave their individual reports.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT
The Executive Director, Ms. Ashley Tullier stated that she wanted to update the trade on a few bills that are happening during the Legislative session this year. 

There was SB211 which relative to the enforcement of certain provisions of the Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code, specifically the timeframe in which backflow devices require testing has been involuntarily deferred. 

SB218, relative to the Plumbing Boards Dual Path, was heard by the Senate, adopted with typographical amendments, and passed the Senate Floor with no opposition. 

HB469 was heard in the Commerce Committee yesterday. The bill contained several elements of SB218 but also struck through the Board’s regulatory Authority to set forth journeyman hours and make it a statutory law and it also included the removal of the LWC’s authority to set the Boards ratio except in the case of Davis Bacon Jobs. Ultimately, the Representative agreed to remove the language by amendment leaving the hourly rulemaking to the Board, and the ratio and the components of HB469 moved favorably. 
OLD BUSINESS

A.) ICC Production of IPC/IRC/IFGC with amendments-Keith Bienvenu
The Board discussed what would take place if the Board moved to allow ICC to start producing the LA books now and then the Board decided later that this was not something that they wanted to require. The Board also questioned the Committee on if someone purchases the regular state code at the beginning of their career would they then be expected to purchase the ICC codebook prior to the exam. 

  PC:
            YES 
MOTION:
CONTINUE THE PRACTICE OF CODE BOOKS AND REFERENCE MATERIAL AS IT IS NOW. 
 MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA
 SECOND: 
JOHNNY MARCADE 

 MOTION: 
CARRIED

B.) Legal Opinion of SPBLA resale of ICC and NASCLA code books-Keith Bienvenu
Deferred due to item A’s motion—NO ACTION NEEDED.
C.) NITC contract revision request to include a 500-question bank and to upgrade to the new 2021 code -Keith Bienvenu
The Board stated that the NITC contract should be reviewed by the executive director for any terms that need to be changed regarding internal logistics of changing to multiple examinations. Once NITC can provide a proposal and cost analysis to produce multiple versions of the exams and/or 500 bank of questions then the Board can review those items at the August meeting and have further discussion on the code, and exam revisions and act. 

 MOTION:
TO TABLE UNTIL THE AUGUST MEETING.

 MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA

 SECOND:
JAY HUCKABEE 

 MOTION:
CARRIED
EXAM REPORTS
1.)  JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS

    a.)   January 7, 2023 -Carl Bourgeois 

 

    b.)   January 14, 2023-Terry Smith  

                      2.)   MASTER PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS 

a.) February 4, 2023 – John Marcade
b.) February 11, 2023 –Carl Bourgeois  

         3.)   NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATION





No exams 

        4.)   MASTER NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATION
a.) February 11, 2023 –Carl Bourgeois

        5.)   TRADESMAN EXAMINATION


No exams
NEW BUSINESS
A.) Train the Trainer event location for 2024—Mike Joiner

PC:

NONE

MOTION: 
TO HOLD THE 2024 TRAIN THE TRAINER EVENT AT CYPRESS BEND RESORT IN MANY, LA. 
MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA 

SECOND: 
JAY HUCKABEE

MOTION: 
CARRIED

B.) Letter of intent—Mike Joiner
 PC: 

NONE 

 MOTION: 
TO GIVE THE BUILDING COMMITTEE AND THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR APPROVAL TO DRAFT A LETTER OF INTENT IF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE FINDS A BUILDING WITHIN A $750,000 PRICE RANGE.
MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND: 
JOHNNY MARCADE
MOTION: 
CARRIED
C.) Exam/Testing revision—Ashley Tullier

 PC: 

NONE
 RECOMMENDATION: 


FOR THE EXAM COMMITTEE TO REVIEW AND REVISE THE JOB DUTIES FOR THE Board MEMBERS, EXAMINERS, AND CUSTODIANS. THE COMMITTEE WILL PROVIDE ANY UPDATES TO ALL INVOLVED.—NO MOTION NEEDED 
D.) Unclassified—4% merit increase—Rickey Fabra
PC:

NONE 

MOTION:  
TO APPROVE THE 4% MERIT INCREASE.  

MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND: 
JAY HUCKABEE
MOTION:
CARRIED
DATES FOR THE 2023 BOARD MEETING
August 24th, December 14th
SPECIAL BUSINESS
 



None 
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:
TO ADJOURN THE QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING OF THE STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA AT 11:43 AM
MOTION:
CARL BOURGEOIS 
SECOND:
JOHNNY MARCADE
MOTION:
CARRIED







Respectfully Submitted,







____________________________________







Michael Joiner, Chairman







____________________________________







Rickey Fabra, Secretary/ Treasurer

